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About Sugam Karnatica

Sugam Karnatica is an arts education institution formed in
2003, which provides formal and non-formal Indian arts and culture
programmes.
It also functions as the Community ACE (Arts Centre of Excellence),
which provides children with a vehicle to express their background
and heritage.
Sugam Karnatica aims to promote various cultural art forms such as
music, drama and dance, and finds ways to fuse them in today’s
advanced world of technology and modernization. It offers various
musical, dance, art and creative classes as well as language classes
that follows a grading system which includes examinations and
certification. Short courses, holiday programmes and workshops are
also available throughout the year.

Sugam Karnatica is an initiative of Sugam Culture & Heritage
Foundation, a non-profit organisation, which focuses on societal
transformation through arts and culture.

From the Desk

Dear Sugam supporters,
2018 was a phenomenal year! Empowerment of Children through Arts saw us reaching out and changing more lives!
Through our programmes and activities, with your continual support, encouragement and participation, we have inspired more communities to
come together and learn from each other. We have through our development programmes contributed towards making arts and culture one of
the most dynamic and vibrant fields in Malaysia.
We strive to continue our work, bringing in critical partnerships and collaborations to educate the importance of arts and culture and infusing it
into future programmes such as community development, advocacy and social change. Our recent events such as Carnatic Camp and Charity
Lunch are some of the examples that go beyond the usual art education we inculcate in our children.
A heartfelt thank you for everything you have done for us, with us. Together, we are confident to be able to continue to transform children’s lives
in the years to come!
With gratitude,

(Sujitra Jayaseelan)
Founding member
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The Philosophy, Vision & Mission and Core Values

The Philosophy

Mission

Art of creation is the essence of purpose of being. Creative efforts or creativity
in itself is essential for the holistic growth and development of any progressive
nation.

Transforming communities through art and culture

At Sugam, we strongly believe that arts are not superfluous to society; it is
indeed an underlying force that propels individuals, communities and societies
forward. Exposure and inclusion in arts elevate individuals and develops
increased innate abilities – the ability to multitask, to view issues and problems
with empathy, to gain renewed vision through creative lenses and to bring
innovation, drive and passion in any course of action. And that is why, we at
Sugam, are passion-driven to provide these creative and imaginative tools for
our future generation.

S. P. I. C. E.

Vision
Arts and culture for a better world.

Core Values
(Service. Passion. Integrity. Creativity. Excellence.)
Service and Passion reinforces the cause of our organisation
and the drive for implementation of the organisation’s
activities for the benefit of the community.
Integrity is constantly upheld in the governance of the
organisation as well as in community relations.
Our Creativity transcends traditional ideas and rules to create
meaningful new forms, methods and interpretations to help
execute programmes of the organisation as well as to
conceive novelty products and services for the community.
Our commitment to Excellence is by being and delivering the
best from us.

What we do

To enhance the standard of living and quality of life for communities through
an innovative curriculum encompassing arts and culture.
To provide a platform for young people to obtain affordable, quality arts and
creative education to contribute in developing an innovative nation.
To achieve Sustainable Cities and Communities, Goal 11 of the Sustainable
Development Goals of the United Nations, through strengthen efforts to
safeguard the intangible cultural heritage.

Our reach

From a humble beginning of 70 students in 2003, we have grown significantly to almost 460 students at Sugam Karnatica today.

43%
Male

57%
Female

Our impact

Sugam’s core business lies in the arts and culture education sector and for the past 15 years, we have come up with various models of teaching and
learning to ensure that our programmes and courses continue to pique the interest of the new generation in this field.
Our aim is to capture the artistic interests and passion of our students from an early age, and continue nurturing them towards being more holistic
individuals.
We continue to bring in critical decision makers and supporters into our fold to educate the public on the importance of art and cultural experiences by
instilling it into other aspects such as community development, social change and entrepreneurism.
Art and culture education also generate creative spill-overs. The creativity and interaction of other forms of innovation and processes achieve scientific,
technical or commercial results. Investment in the arts has tremendous tangible and intangible ROI to the recipients. At Sugam, we emphasise and
impress on students and parents alike this importance as often as we could.
These impacts have translated to the following recognitions received:
• EU-Malaysian Chamber of Commerce and Industry with the Europa Sustainability Awards 2012 in the culture category.
• Recipient of The HSBC in the Arts programme 2011
• Kuala Lumpur International Choir Competition 2018– Bronze Diploma.
• Our home grown Carnatic choir team, TAP to Ragas had participated in the KL International Choir Competition 2018 on 13 May 2018 which won
them a “Bronze B” award. They were the only Indian music-based performance at the competition.

Why parents choose us

“I became acquainted with Sugam in a most unassuming way. It was 2003-end and I was heading home, after a long day at work. It was the start of school
holidays and having two boisterous boys, I was at wits end figuring out how to keep them occupied during the 6-week break, when I happen to see the
Sugam logo outside a residential bungalow. I got curious and asked around and chanced upon friends who suggested I send my kids over to this art
education school. My friends have just enrolled their children in this ‘Sunday-type of school” where children learn cultural and fine arts, retaining their
cultural identity as well. I was intrigued and enrolled them for the Samarpanam programme, which is an end-of-the-year annual event. Needless to say, it
was the best thing I have done for my children! They both loved the learning, the activities and eventually started attending other programmes and courses.
Now, they both are vocal advocates for arts education, encouraging their teenage friends to join in, not just as participants, but also as volunteers,

reaffirming the importance of art education amongst peers and the younger generation.”

- Devi
“The changes I have noticed in my reticent daughter is enormous! Within months of attending Sugam Karnatica, she has gone from a shy 9 year old to a
campaigning promoter of her causes! I strongly believe the creative and fine arts education has sparked that flame in her, as the attributes and qualities of
being creative is the ability to be inquiring, to think afresh, to join dots where there wasn’t a possibility of linking them together and being original. And she
is very much outstanding, be it school, sports or dance. Much gratitude to Sugam and the teachers for nurturing creativity!”

- Sureen Subramaniam

Why Volunteers & Donors choose us

Why Volunteers choose us
“I joined Sugam Karnatica a year ago as a volunteer to help children. Throughout this one year, I have helped hold workshops, children camps, and even
organized an annual show with 100 children! But most of all, I learnt a lot about how important it is to instil arts and culture learning for each and every
child. I also understood the importance of team work, efficient communication and having immense gratitude. Being a Sugam volunteer has truly been a
transformational experience!"

- Kumar

Why Donors choose us
“Sugam has continuously proven to be a forerunner in wholesome education – not just focusing on academic but also holistic and cultural. The future
generation benefits greatly from this programmes, hence they have my continuous support in all endeavours they set forth out to do. Couldn’t be any
prouder to be associated with Sugam.”

- Datin Sri Umayal Easwaran

Key Events
Arts Education Programmes
Vocal (Sangeetham)

Bharatha Natyam

Violin

Mridangam

Veena

Tabla

Harmoniu
m

Key Events (Music Carnival)

Key Events (Music Carnival)

Key Events (Music Carnival)

Key Events (Music Carnival)

Key Events (Music Carnival)

Key Events (Music Carnival)

Key Events (Sugam Samarpanam)

Talent Acceleration Programme, Student Engagement and Holiday Programmes

Tap2Raagas:
One of a kind vocal ensemble, which provides for opportunity for group or solo performances during on-going events.


Carnatic vocal ensemble



Special platform for vocally gifted students
Student Engagement Programmes



Sugam Sangeet Sabha – a series of mini concerts to present upcoming talents.



Sugam Super Singer – an internal, fun-for-children competition that encourages and reiterates systematic
musical learning and the age-old saying that practice makes perfect.



Sugam Talentime – held annually, this platform helps children to hone their potential talent as well as overcome
stage-fear.



Sugam “Funday with Sangeetham” – these one-day workshops are for children aged 6-10 years old to create
music interest and learn Carnatic music history through games, treasure hunts and fun learning.



Sugam Carnatic Theory Workshop – For Grade 1- Grade 5 students to learn and develop definitions in Carnatic
music through different instruments, different raagams and thalams.



Music Carnival 2018 - Papanasam Sivan was 2018’s theme for the annual music carnival for Sugam Karnatica’s
classical art students. 450 students performed various pieces of Papanasam Sivan compositions ranging from
sangeetham vocal performances to various instruments and dances.

Holiday Programmes

Zizu Kid Camp
A fun camping activity for children below 6 years, conducted in a closed and protected environment.
Sugam Samarpanam

Samarpanam Cultural Camp
To use the arts to enable children to build self-esteem, develop self-discipline and productivity through creative learning.
Samarpanam or ‘offering of love’ in Tamil, is a two-week cultural camp held during the year-end school holidays, uses
performing arts to introduce and promote culture and values to the younger generation. At the end of the camp, a
show is held where the children perform what was taught and learnt in the form of dance, song and drama. Participants
range from 6-16 years old and the programme can accommodate up to 200 students at one time.

Partners & Previous Partners

Partners
We have worked successfully
with:

Annamalai University

Our previous partners:

TAM Kelana Jaya

The Committee

The executive committee members for 2018 were:

• Sujitra Jayaseelan
• Sumitra Jayaseelan
• Subatra Jayaseelan
• Hema Latha Sinnakaundan
• Alpa Doshi Panalal
• Precilla Devi Ramanaidu
• Gunaavathy Arumugam
• Sathiabalan Selvaraju
• Chitdrakantan Subramaniam
• Tinna Devi Armasamy
• Gunasilan Muthusamy

Acknowledgements

Our deepest gratitude goes out to all our funders and project partners in 2018, for without which, a lot of our
visionary activities and projects would have hit a stumbling block. Your contributions and encouragement had been
pinnacle to a successful 2018!

We would also like to especially thank our associates and supporters for their assistance and contribution and much
needed helping hand in logistics and general management of our activities.

We are particularly appreciative of the participation of volunteers in the various projects and activities Sugam

conducted and initiated in 2018.

Finally, we acknowledge and thank our Sugam children, for their commitment, hard work and enthusiasm in
participating and making 2018 activities a resounding success!

Sugam in Social Media

3,550

427

people like this

followers

www.facebook.com/sugamkarnatica

www.instagram.com/s.u.g.a.m/

68

15,000

subscribers

visits / views

www.youtube.com/ type Sugam Karnatica

www.sugamkarnatica.org

Be part of Us

Our community programmes facilitate student-learning through meaningful experiences and demonstrate a commitment to be an involved citizen in his or her community.

Ragam Thaalam
This outreach programme is for underprivileged children to have an opportunity to appreciate and revel in music. This programme celebrates music in unity, together with
meals and other fun activities. Organise your birthdays, milestone achievements or any occasion by sponsoring this programme.

Box of Love
This Sugam CSR initiative is a box of goodies prepared by the children and families and donated to a chosen organisation. Children are encouraged to donate personally to the
selected child. What could be more gratifying than to have your children and yourself pack goodies for a child in need, or even better, getting your office or organisation to
come up with a box of love from each family.

Other ways to help


Host a Zizu Party
Assist us to generate extra revenue to defray operating expenditure by celebrating your little prince’s and princess’s special day at our premises. Call to learn more!



Social media sharing
Build awareness on Sugam’s activities and programmes on social media by following our pages and sharing our posts across platforms with your networks



Speak and write more
Become an arts and cultural education advocate by writing about our endeavours in media publications or blogs, or even about our events



Link up
Connect us with businesses or organisations who share our passion for arts and cultural education



Increase reserves
Help us raise funds through collaborative activities that would benefit our non-profit organisation and its main beneficiaries, the children.

The Foundation

Goals of the Foundation:
Promotion and enculturation of the arts

Enhance standard of living and quality of life of vulnerable communities through socio-cultural development
Provision of a platform for affordable and quality education in the arts and creativity to contribute in developing an innovative nation
Achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage

Projects under the Foundation:
Sugam Samskhaaraa
An institution that promotes values-based cultural programmes for the younger generation. The word Samskhaaraa refers to the imprints left on the subconscious mind by an
individual’s experiences in this or previous lives. These imprints influence one's nature, responses and state of mind. With this as its foundation, Sugam Samskhaaraa was set
up with the sole purpose of creating imprints in the minds of children about their culture and heritage.

Sugam Samskhaaraa’s enrolment has grown from 20 students in 2010 to 150 students in the last 8 years.

New initiative: Youth Empowerment through Music (YETM)

YETM is a program that was derived from our tried and tested programme, “Samarpanam” in operation for the last 31 years.
This project was conceived for children-at-risk to develop and empower them to reach their maximum potential via music and movement, recitals, theatre, project work and
peer facilitation. It was made possible with collaboration with Educational Welfare and Research Foundation (EWRF).
It was intended for students, between 13-15 years old, for 3 hours a week, for 15 weeks at – Penang, Sg. Petani, Sg. Siput, Teluk Intan, Tg. Malim, Rawang, Ampang, Seremban,
Muar and Johor Bahru. Each location had 30 students attending this programme.

The YETM programme module uses several areas of aptitude such as body-kinesthetic (movement and dance), musical (singing), verbal-linguistic (script reading and
understanding/memorisation), interpersonal (learning in social settings/through synergy), intrapersonal (self-learning at home/ solitary) and visual-spatial (dance/ movement/
positioning/stage use). These lessons were not taught through the conventional ‘blackboard teaching’ but through songs, dances, demonstrations and interactive plays.
Segments were kept interesting by incorporating hip and modern elements into an age-old subject.

Free Creative Arts - emphasis on the intellectual and aesthetic development of the students.
Theatre Arts
Visual Arts
Creative Writing
Languages such as Tamil, Sanskrit, Telugu and Hindi
These classes were provided free to interested students.

Partners & Previous Partners

Partners
We have worked diligently with:

Purna Vidya Foundation

Socio-Economic Development of the Indian Community Unit
(SEDIC)

Malaysian Community &
Education Foundation (MCEF)

Sri Murugan Centre

Volunteer at the Foundation
Sugam offers a diverse range of volunteering opportunities. Through these, you can not only contribute towards the art and cultural development and growth of children, but
also undergo a transformational journey yourself!

Event Volunteer
As a Sugam event volunteer, you will be working with of motivated individuals who get together to not only create a successful event, but also a safe environment for
children to cultivate and elevate their creativity and participation.

Virtual Volunteering
If you are committed to helping children but are unable to volunteer with us in person, join our virtual volunteering programme. The scope of what you could do is endless –
from helping with researching on potential projects, photography and media monitoring to content translations, graphic design and IT development – the list goes on!

Be part of the Foundation

DONATE
GEMS Sponsorship Fund
This fund is for underprivileged children or children keen on continuing their musical education but faced with financial difficulties. We openly welcome contributors in form
of cheques or cash donations
Corporate CSR Partnerships
Sugam is excited to work with corporations in creating holistic and well-rounded individuals through arts and music development. Simply send us an email on

admin@sugamkarnatica.org

MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS FOR SUGAM FOUNDATION
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER 2018

PROFIT AND LOSS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2018
MYR

TOTAL

INCOME
LESS: COST OF SALES
COS – Instruments
COS – Projects
COS – Printing
COS – Teachers Fee
COS – Uniforms
COS – Exam Fee
GROSS INCOME

830,859.10

-

102,340.53
41,446.76
15,078.46
231,016.61
9,000.00
14,177.30

--

2000.00
14,177.30
358.47
215.00
206,395.11
3944.86
1000.00
14,913.00
1,429.80
2,606.59
597.00
93,000.00
3,758.26
15,242.77
404.40
3,796.20
700.00
4,123.70
4,943.46
11,628.04
893.54
189.44
175.80
635.80

413, 059.66
417, 799.44

TOTAL

MYR
21,849.98

PROPERTY, PLANT & EQUIPMENT
CURRENT ASSETS
Bank Balance
Cash balance
Receivables
Prepayments

LESS: ADMINISTRATION & OPEX
Audit fee
Bank Charges
Office Expenses
Salaries & Allowance
Subscription & Training
Professional charges
EPF
Socso
Office Expenses
Medical charges
Rental Expenses
Telephone & Internet charges
Water charges
Depreciation
Company secretarial charges
Repair & Maintenance
IT Expenses
Courier charges
Printing & Stationary
Travelling charges
Advertisement
GST charges
Miscellaneous charges
NET PROFIT / NET LOSS

MYR

MYR

-

84,102.97
3.00
10,448.25
3,500.00

TOTAL ASSETS

98,054.22

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accruals
Deferred tax liability
Current tax liability
Other payables

-

372,951.24

-

44,848.20

- 23,888.00
450.00
21.48
- 133,403.16

157,762.64

NET CURRENT LIABILITIES

-

59,708. 42

NET LIABILITIES

-

37,858. 44

FINANCED BY
Share Capital
Accumulated funds
Current year profit / loss

-

3.00
82,709.64
44,848.20

-

37,858. 44

Summary of Consolidated Statements

The following summary of financial information is derived from the audited consolidated statements of activities and of financial position for Sugam and its affiliates for the year
ending December 31st Dec 2018.
Sugam’s consolidated operating expenses also increased in 2018, as there were more activities carried out to further advance our non-profit mission.

Sugam recorded an income of MYR 830.859.10 from fees received for the courses and programmes, grants, and donations. After subtracting the cost of sales of MYR 413,059.66,
the total amounted to a gross income of MYR 417,799.44. The organisation’s total expenditure was MYR 372,951.24 which was assigned for project costs, personnel costs and
towards institutional support and overhead costs.

Project costs covered a wide range of initiatives, including artistic and educational camps, field trips and information and services. Overhead costs and non-operating activities
included certain costs related to employee benefits, is as shown in our audited financial statements.

Despite an increase in income, Sugam recorded a loss of MYR 37,858.44 for 2018. At year’s end, Sugam’s consolidated statement of financial position (balance sheet) reflected
total assets of nearly MYR 100,000. Though the current assets are as detailed, the current liabilities exceed the assets worth, amounting to a loss of almost MYR 40,000.

To continue its mission of promoting, sustaining and empowering children and youth in art and cultural education benefits, Sugam needs your help and continuous donations and
grants.

NOTE: The complete Sugam 2018 Consolidated Financial Statements with Independent Auditor’s Report are available at www. sugamkarnatica.org/annual-report-2018
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