
The success of the Sugam Samarpanam 
2014 show was due to many aspects, but a 
big one was the incredible music throughout 
the show. One month after Sugam Samar-
panam 2013, we had the opportunity to sit  
down and have a chat with the music direc-
tor, Mr R.Sivasunder! Here are excerpts of 
the interview.  
(Full interview on our website 
www.sugamkarnatica.org) 
 
1. Are you a full time musician?  
 
I wish I had the education background in 
music, but my parents didn't see any good 
prospects in it then. I started singing at the 
age of 4... I think.  As much as I wanted to 
venture into music and explore its wonders, 
the popular line of “study hard, study 
harder in college, find a job, earn a good 
salary” was a silent  but constant visitor in 
my household. My family was a middle 
class one and the exposure to music was 
very scarce back then. So the answer would 
be a big sad No. 
 
2. What instruments do you play?  
 
I was less than 7 years old when my toy 
guitar broke. I told my father “I want a gui-
tar”. I forgot to mention the word ‘toy’. One 
evening after work, my father walked 
through the front door smiling; one hand 
holding a packet of kuey teow goreng and 
another holding an actual guitar! I didn’t 
know what to do with it. Sadly, while wait-
ing for my SPM results is when I actually 
learnt how to play THAT guitar through a 

family friend. I am self taught to play a 
few instruments by listening and learning.  
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But the change from a self taught musician 
with broken knowledge of music into com-
posing music came through a friend who 
introduced me to an audio software which I 
began meddling and started doing minus 
ones for the Indian cultural shows which I 
sang for and also for fellow students who 
were budding singers. As such, I discovered 
that the art of composing music doesn’t al-
ways need a medium to get a tune. Inspira-
tion for music can come in any form of 
sound and feeling. 
  
I’m very fascinated with the Indian percus-
sions tabla and mridhangam. I tried play-
ing the mridhangam but was not successful.  
I play the piano like a broken accordion. I 
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have a djembe which I bought in Bali. It’s 
the only percussive instrument that I am 
able to play. I even tried playing the violin 
myself. On top of all that, I abuse the mi-
crophone by calling it 'singing'. Hahaha! 
 

3. How did you get interested in music?  
  
Oscar winner Isai Puyal A.R.Rahman! And I 
would not be wrong if I mention that it was 
through him that I got the passion of listen-
ing to western classical music. His story, his 
music and himself have made a major dif-
ference in the way I embrace and worship 
music.  
 
My journey so far in music has not been 
very prolific as I couldn’t concentrate fully 
due to other commitments but Sugam Kar-
natica has been very kind towards me as 
my talent and capabilities are put to ‘test’ 
in their functions.  
 
My stint in carnatic music has been fruitful 
as I gained knowledge of the divine won-
ders of carnatic music coming down gen-
eration after generation that many in our 
community fail to appreciate. 
 
4. What is your favourite genre of music? 
  
I listen to almost all kinds of music but fa-
vourites are carnatic music, tamil film songs 
as a good mix of genres are found, and I 
still have that liking towards rock music and 
western classical music. What is there not 
to like when 2 genres collide and gel to-
gether? Yes, fusion!  
 
I think the music industry has seen much 
transformation since the time music was first 
composed. The industry has seen music 
evolve along with the evolution of man’s 
culture and mannerism. As such, I think the 
world is ready to embrace new dimensions 
even more today.   
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“We are a 
great musical 
community with 
vast heritage 
that is still 
preserved, that 
has travelled 
with us all the 
w a y  f r o m 
centuries ago till 
now, but we 
don’t always 
look at music as 
a profession, do 
we?” 

5. How was your experience working for 
Sugam Samarpanam 2013?  
  
It’s always a pleasure to work for Sugam 
Samarpanam. As with every other year, 
music work starts way ahead before the 
camp begins. I start recreating music from 
scratch after the Creative Director gives 
me the flow of the entire theme. All the 
songs have to be completed before the 
actual camp commences, so that the facili-
tators would be able to master songs in 
order to teach them to the participants. 
 
We had a unique item in Sugam Samar-
panam 2013 which was a song-drama 
with a medley of 3 songs i.e. Raindrops on 
Roses, Thenpaandi Cheemayiley and Mis-
sion Impossible. For this item, we pre-
recorded the vocals in the studio. The pre-
recording was crucial as the children had 
to act out the scene while singing the songs. 
We had a few talents from Sugam Kar-
natica who were kind enough to lend their 
voices. I felt really blessed that as a music 
director for Kurukshetra 2013, I was really 
doing the actual job there! Me standing 
with the singers in the vocal room and 
guiding them on what to sing, when to sing 
and how to sing certain lines was an awe-
some feeling that I look forward to. And I 
think it all turned out well. The audience 
will have to vouch for that!  I guess now I 
would regard this feeling as a ‘long lost 
and found love’. 
 
6. Any advice to kids contemplating mu-
sic production as a side or full time ca-
reer? 
  
I say go for it! I wish that parents would 
encourage their young ones into music, es-
pecially now where the education for music 
is growing in our country. Learning music is 
not merely a side thing where you go for 
tuition class and come back. If a child from 
a family of doctors wants to learn music, 
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Chaeroshini: 

Overall Sugam Samarpanam 2013 has been truly amazing 
(as it always been the previous years). I had a quiet and 
rough start with my own group (the big girls) as they've al-
ready come up with their "own groups" and they did not mix 
together like the other groups of children. But after my part-
ner (Pujaa) and I gave them a few personal talks, they began 

to get along together within a few days.  

Other than that, I had a 
great time. The faci team 
worked really well handling 
the children together, the 
choreographers were really 
friendly and I really liked 
the dance steps for Kuruk-
shetra. Since I had to play 
Lord Krishna's role, I had an 
amazing time with the cast 
members and practicing my 
lines with them. The food 
was really tasty and deli-
cious (my favourite was nasi 

lemak).  

I feel truly blessed and 
thankful that I had the 

chance to learn more about Mahabharatham especially the 
Kurukshetra war, thanks to Samarpanam. I will be looking for-

ward to another fantastic and memorable camp this year! :) 

Kishen Kunalan: 

Well to start off, I think the show went pretty 
well. It's just there were some minor problems. 
Like the noise and the smelly toilets due to kids 
not cleaning up after themselves! I realise that 
there were a bit of miscommunications between 
the facis and others. But we could talk every-
thing out and solve the problems as they crop 

up because we were like a family. 

All in all, I think every one had a fun time and I 
really enjoyed teaching and taking care of my 

group. It was a nice experience.  
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Gunasilan Muthusamy: 

Being a facilitator is challenging because we are ex-
pected to take care of participants who may be around 
our same age group. So sometimes age doesn’t matter. 
It is the responsibility that counts. I am glad to have got-

ten this experience as a facilitator for the past 3 years.  

I did not have the privilege of holding many leadership 
positions in my school, so this experience has given me 
confidence and empowerment. I am really happy that I 
have been selected to join the Organising Team for Su-
gam Samarpanam this year, as I have crossed the age 

limit of 17. 
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Sugam Karnatica is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to the development 
of children by using the components of performing arts and the deep Indian cul-
tural science of wisdom. All activities in Sugam Karnatica use performing arts as 
its base to impart positive development like discipline, dedication and determi-
nation in the young. We believe these values will enhance the chances of the 
child excelling in any endeavour undertaken. The school offers children lessons in 
Indian cultural music, life skills via its after school enrichment programs, camps 
and its Sugam Sunday School. 
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and make a career out of it, he or she deserves the proper education in it 
and reserves the right to demand for it.  
 
Music should groom someone to be passionate, creative and innovative. 
The general sentiments towards music have been tremendously declining 
for some time. Not many parents see music as an expressive approach as 
how the art of painting is viewed. As long as the children love music, the 
decision to take it as a side or full time career would reveal itself when the 
time comes.  
 
We are a great musical community with vast heritage that is still pre-
served, that has travelled with us all the way from centuries ago till now, 
but we don’t always look at music as a profession, do we?  
 
For the kids who are aspiring to take up music, make sure the love for mu-
sic stays strong in you, learn something, vocals or instruments... travel with it 
as you breath.... be enthusiastic about it.. Play something that no one has 
ever heard...and as long you keep music with you all the time... that is full 
time already. As A.R. Rahman says it “If music wakes you up, makes you 
think, heals you... then, I guess the music is working”. 

7. Any parting thoughts? 
 
I would like to thank Sugam Karnatica for 
having the undoubted faith in me that 
gave me the title of 'Music Director' dur-
ing the last 2 Sugam Samarpanam con-
certs. I hope that my passion-ridden ef-
forts and creativity made an impact in 
Apocalypse 2012 and Kurukshetra 2013 
and if given more opportunities, I will 
make sure I do justice.  


